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72. William Leach elaborately do-
cuments this shift in mainstream
feminist discourse in the 1870s.
focusing in particular on the rise of
moral education societies and the
leadership of Lucinda Chandler
(True Love and Perfect Union:
The Feminist Reform of Sex and
Society (New York: Basic Books:.
1980] especially chapter 4).

73. Elizabeth Blackwell. The Hu-
man Element in Sex. reprinted in
Root of Bitterness: Documents
in the Social History of Ameri-
can Women. ed. Nancy F. Cott
(Boston: Northeastern University
Press. 1986). p. 302.

74. Harriot Blatch. “Voluntary
Motherhood.” Up From the Pe-
destal: Selected Writings in the
History of American Feminism.
ed. Aileen Kraditor (Chicago:
Quadrangle Books. 1968). pp.
167-75.

75. Lois Waisbrooker. A sex revol-
ution Topeka. Kan.. Independent
Pub. Co.. 1894); Alice Stockham.
Karezza. Ethics of marriage (New
York. R.F. Fenno and Co. c1903)

76. For on example. see Lucinda
Chandler. “UnAmerican Institu-
tions.” in Women’s Tribune. o=
nuary 14. 1888.
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camp  (“Tried as if by Fire.” in
Stoehr. ed.. Free Love in America.
p. 353).

52. Sachs. Terrible Siren. Geof-
frey Blodgett. “Victoria Claflin
Woodhull.” Notable American
Women. vol. 3. pp 654-55. This
recanting is amply documen-
ted in the Woodhull collection at
Southern Illinois University.

53. Woodhull. “Tried as if by
Fire.” p. 5 republished in The Vic-
toria Woodhull Reader. ed. Ma-
deline Stern (Weston. Mass.: M
& S Press. 1974).

54. David Pivar. Purity Crusa-
de: Sexual Morality and Social
Control. 1868-1900 (Westport:
Greenwood. 1973). p. 51.

55. “Tried as if by Fire.” p. 8. re-
printed in The Victoria Woodhull
Reader. ed. Stern.

56. Woodhull. “The Scarecrows
of Sexual Slavery: An Oration.”
(1873) (New York: Woodhull
and Claflin Publications. 1874).
p- 21.

57. Ibid. p. 12.

58. Ellen Key. Love and Marria-
ge (New York: G. P. Putnam’s
Sons).

59. Ibid.

60. Ibid. p. 14.

61. Ibid. p. 15.

62. “Tried as if by Fire.” p. 24-25
reprinted in The Victoria Wood-

hull Reader. ed. Madeline Stern.
63. Ibid.. p. 15.

64. Ibid. p. 42.

65. Ibid.. p. 26.

66. “Tried as if by Fire.” p. 27. in
Woodhull Reader.

67. “Principles of Sexual Free-
dom.” p. 37. where she asserts
that stirpiculture. may be well ap-
plied to animals but not to human
beings. Later in life. in England.
Victoria Woodhull (now) Martin
became an advocate of eugenics.
68. Isabella Beecher Hooker to
Anna Dickenson. April 22 1871].
box 9. Dickenson Papers. Library
of Congress. Paulina Wright Da-
vis to Woodhull. May 29. 1871.
Woodhull Papers. Southern Illi-
nois University.

69. For instance. Lucy Stone to J.
K. Wildman. November 7. 1871.
Blackwell Family Papers. Library
of Congress; also Katherine De-
vereux Blake and Margaret Louise
Wallace. Champion of Women:
The Life of Lillie Devereux Bla-
ke (New York: Fleming H. Revell.
1943). p. 90.

70. William O>Neill. Everyone
Was Brave: The Rise and Fall of
Feminism in America (New York:
Quadrangle. 1969). p. 29.

71. See her eugenics speeches
as republished in The Victoria
Woodhull Reader. ed. Stern.
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31. Manuscript essay. “Marria-
ge.” discovered by Gerda Lerner
and published in The Feminist
Thought of Sarah Grimke. ed.
Lerne (New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press. 1998). pp. 107-115.
32. Fuller. “The Great Lawsuit.”
in The Feminist Papers from
Adams to de Beauvoir. ed. Alice
S. Rossi (Boston: Northeastern
University Press. 1973). pp. 171-
75.

33. Grimke. “Marriage.” in Femi-
nist Thoughtof . . .. p. 109.

34. Gove Nichols. Marriage. p.
202

35. Gilbert Barnes and Dwight
Dumond. eds.. Letters of Theodo-
re Weld. Angelina Grimke Weld.
and Sarah Grimke (New York: D.
Appleton-Century. Co.. 1934).
36. Grimke. “Marriage‘” pp-
110-111.

37. Mary Lyndon. p. 214.

38. Nelson Blake. Road to Reno:
A History of Divorce in the U.S.
(New York: MacMillan. 1962).
39. Gove Nichols. Marriage. p.
208.

40. Cott. “Passionlessness.”

41. Gove Nichols. Marriage. 202.
42. Tbid. p. 229.

43. John Blake. “Mary Sargent
Neal Give Nichols.” Notable
American Women. vol. 2 (Cam-
bridge: Belknap Press. 1971). p.

628. Philip Gleason. From Free
Love to Catholicism: Dr. and
Mrs. Thomas L. Nichols at Yellow
Springs.” Ohio Historical Quar-
terly. v. 70. October 1961. pp.
283-307.

44. Gove Nichols. Marriage. p.
191/

45. Gordon. Woman’s Body.
chap. 5.

46. Gove Nichols. Marriage. p.
191.

47. Johanna Johnston. Mrs. Sa-
tan (New York: Popular Library.
1967). p. 57. 73. 91.

48. Paxton Hibben. Henry Ward
Beecher: An American Portrait
(New York: George H. Doran.
Co.. 1927).

49. Stanton was still corres-
ponding with - and visiting(in
London) - Woodhull in the
1890s. This is documented in the
Southern Illinois University col-
lection.

50. Elizabeth Stanton on Wood-
hull: New York Times. July 1875.
quoted by Belle Squire. “Lady
Cook and Victoria Woodhull.”
Chicago Daily Socialist. March
21. 1911. n.p. (thanks to Mari Jo
Buhle for this quote).

51. About her role in the scan-
dal. she proudly wrote. ‘I cast
the thunderbolt at the very center
of the socio-religion-moralistic



165.

12. Meredith Tax. The Rising of
the Women: Feminist Solidarity
and Class Conflict. 1880-1917
(New York: Monthly Review
Press. 1980). Mari Jo Buhle. Wo-
men and American Socialism.
1870-1920 (Urbana: University
of llinois Press. 1981).

13. Bertha Monica Stearns * Two
Forgotten New England Refor-
mers.. New England Quarterly.
6 (1933). 58-84; Philip Gleason.
“From Free Love to Catholicism:
Dr. And Mrs. Thomas L. Ni-
chols.” Ohio Historical Quarterly
70 (1961). 283-307.

14. Stoehr. Free Love in Ame-
rica. p. 314. Jennie June Croly.
later chronicler of the women’s
club movement. participated in
one such group. which she later
described defensively in a letter
to the New York Herald (unda-
ted clipping. probably c. 1881).
Victoria Claflin Woodhull Pa-
pers. Southern Illinois University.
Box2.

15. Mary Lyndon. p. 166.

16. Nichols fictionalized her life
and marriage in Mary Lyndon:
Revelations of a Life (New York:
Stringer and Townsend. 1855);
quotation is from p. 162.

17. Jane Grey Swisshelm. Half a
Century (Chicago: Jansen. Mc-

Clurg and Company. 1880).

18. Mary Lyndon. p. 166.

19. From T. L. Nichols. M.D. and
Mrs. Mary S. Gove Nichols. Mar-
riage: Its History. Character and
Results; its Sanctities and Its Pro-
fanities: Its Science and Its Facts
(New York: T. L. Nichols. 1854).
p. 201. Thomas wrote the first half
of the book; Mary the second.

20. Mary Lyndon. p. 315.

21. Gove Nichols. Marriage. p.
199.

22. Ibid.. p. 241.

23. Nichols. Marriage. p. 99-100.
24. Nichols. Mary Lyndon. pp.
268-69/

25. Thomas Nichols. for instance.
advocated “varietism.” while his
wife did not (Marriage. p. 128).
26. Gove Nichols. Marriage. p.
197.

27. Mary Lyndon. p. 206.

28. Nichols to Stanton. August 21.
1852, in Elizabeth Cady Stanton
as Revealed in Her letters. Diary
and Reminiscences. eds. Theo-
dore Stanton and Harriot Stanton
Blatch (New York: Harper and
Brothers. 1922). p. 44.

29. Gove Nichols. Marriage. p.
218.

30. Catharine Beecher. “On Fe-
male Health in America.” excerp-
ted in Cott. Root of Bitterness.
2nd edition. pp. 293-97.
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1. Adrienne Rich. «Compulsory
Heterosexuality and Lesbian Exis-
tence., Signs. vol. 5n. 4 (Summer
1980). 631-60.

2. Linda Gordon. Woman’s Body.
Woman’s Right: A Social His-
tory of Birth Control n America.
New York: Grossman. 1974. p.
106. Also Nancy Cott. ‘Passion-
lessness: An Interpretation of an
Ideology. 1790-1850.” in A He-
ritage of Her Own. eds. Cott and
Elizabeth Pleck (). pp. 162-75.

3. Carroll Smith Rosenberg.
“Beauty. the Beast and the Mili-
tant Woman: A Case Study in Sex
Roles and Social Stress in Jackso-
nian America.” American Quar-
terly 23 (1971). 562-84. Mary P.
Ryan. The Power of Women’s
Networks: A Case Study of Fema-
le Moral Reform in America.” Fe-
minist Studies

5 (1979). 66-86. For a more cri-
tical analysis of social purity po-
litics. see Barbara Epstein. The
Politics of Domesticity: Women.
Evangelism. and Temperance
in Nineteenth Century America
(Middletown: Wesleyan Univer-
sity Press. 1981).

4. Taylor Stoehr. ed.. Free Love in
America: A Documentary History
(New York: AMS Press. 1977).

Hal D. Sears. The Sex Radicals:
Free Love in High Victorian Ame-
rica (Lawrence: Regents Press of
Kansas. 19977).

5. Mary P. Ryan. Cradle of the
Middle Class: The Family in Onei-
da City. New York. 1790-1865
(Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press. 1981). p. 62.

6. Gordon. p. 48.

7. “Continence” was a particu-
larly important part of the sexual
ideology and practice that John
Humphrey Noyes led in the Onei-
da Community.

8. Victoria Woodhull. “Tried as
by Fire. or. The True and the Fal-
se Socially.” 1974. as reprinted in
Free Love in America. ed. Stoehr.
p. 266.

9. On Oneida. see Louis J. Kern.
An Ordered Love: Sex Roles and
Sexuality in Victorian Utopias
(Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press. 1981).

10. One important exception
is Madeline Stern. who edited
Woodhull’s writings in 1974 ('The
Victoria Woodhull Reader, Wes-
ton Mass.: M & S Publishers)
and who also wrote a biography
of Woodhull’s free love mentor.
Steven Pearl Andrews (The Pan-
tarch, Austin: University of Texas
Press. 1968).

11. Cott. “Passionlessness.” p.
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.The twain. shall meat
Till earth and sky stand
Presently at God>s great judgment
seat
But there is neither East nor West
.border
.Nor breed. nor birth
When two strong men
Stand face to face
Tho> they come from the

YEnds of the earth
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